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Is your W-4: 
correct? Youll 


have to 


check 


Online calculator to be rolled out as 
employers make do with old forms 


By Damian Paletta 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — Millions 
of Americans will need to use a 
new IRS online calculator to en- 
sure their new paychecks are 
accurate, Trump administra- 
tion officials said Thursday as 
they issued guidelines for im- 
plementing the recently passed 
tax law. 

The guidelines are necessary 
for businesses to calculate how 
much to withhold in taxes from 
employees’ paychecks, begin- 
ning as soon as next month. 
The White House said Thurs- 
day that businesses should 
make these adjustments by 
Feb. 15, part of the administra- 
tion’s push for millions of work- 
ers to see bigger paychecks as 
quickly as possible. 

In rushing the process, the 
Treasury Department is asking 
companies to rely on outdated 
forms to help determine how 
much to withhold. 

A senior Internal Revenue 


Service official said Thursday 
that Americans with simple tax 
situations are likely to get accu- 
rate paychecks next month. But 
many Americans, including 
those who tend to itemize their 
tax returns, will need to use the 
online tool to ensure they are 
not dramatically overpaying or 
underpaying their taxes. The 
online calculator will not be 
available until sometime next 
month. 

If they find their paychecks 
are inaccurate, it will be incum- 
bent on the employees to tell 
their employers to make correc- 
tions. 

“This will provide [Ameri- 
cans] with certainty so they are 
neither over-withheld or under- 
withheld,” Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin said Thursday. 

The new guidelines incorpo- 
rate lower tax rates that were 
central to Congress’s December 
tax overhaul. Trump adminis- 
tration officials said the guide- 
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Boston may drop 
middle schools 


Aim is to cut 
number of times 
students switch 


By James Vaznis 
GLOBE STAFF 

Parents still reeling from a 
failed proposal to change the 
opening and closing bells at 
schools across Boston are now 
facing another proposal that 
could dramatically alter the 
fabric of their children’s 
schools, generating a mix of 
outrage and support. 

Superintendent Tommy 
Chang is renewing his push to 
reduce the variety of schools 
across the city, a move that 
could eliminate Boston’s six re- 
maining middle schools as ele- 
mentary and high schools ab- 
sorb the middle grades. 

Chang is advocating for the 
changes out of a belief that stu- 
dents should switch schools 
just once during their educa- 
tion instead of multiple times, 
which can be disruptive both 


academically and socially, and 
to address declining enroll- 
ment in the middle and upper 
grades. 

Chang seeks a system that 
would largely consist of four 
grade spans: lower schools that 
would extend either to sixth or 
eighth grade, and secondary 


Currently, the 
school system 
offers 20 grade 
configurations. 


schools that would begin in ei- 
ther seventh or ninth grade. 
Absent from the proposal: mid- 
dle schools. 

The plan, presented recently 
to the School Committee, repre- 
sents a compromise for Chang, 
who sought a simpler proposal 
in the fall of 2016, with only 
two preferred grade spans: K-6 
and 7-12, mirroring the city’s 
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Gynecologist group 
reviews practices 
after protest petition 


By Liz Kowalczyk 


During a speech to hundreds of 
doctors at a medical conference, a 
prominent Boston surgeon showed a 
slide that had nothing to do with medi- 
cine: Displayed on huge screens was a 
photo of a famous Italian statue of 
Shakespeare’s Juliet — with the sur- 
geon and a colleague touching her 


As chuckles and whispers rippled 


2018 


breasts for good luck. 


But when colleagues responded 
with a petition in protest, Einarsson, 
chief of minimally invasive gynecology 
at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, 
apologized. In an e-mail to the Globe, 
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through the room at the November 
gathering, many female surgeons were 
incredulous — and then angry. 

Dr. Jon Einarsson, then president 
of the large gynecological surgery orga- 
nization holding the meeting outside 
Washington, D.C., at first seemed to 
defend this and another part of his pre- 
sentation that drew objections. He 
pointed out that “all tourists” in Vero- 
na traditionally touch the statue’s 


ua) 
Dr. Jon 
Einarsson 
showed an 
image of 
himself and 
a colleague 
touching the 
breasts of 

a famous 
Juliet statue. 
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Doctor’s crude photo roils colleagues 
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Experts suggested homeowners have the snow cleared from their 
roofs before Friday’s storm. Temperatures are expected to drop 
following the rain and freeze up melting snow. 


‘Everything is going to melt all at once.’ 


MARGARET FARMER, resident worried about flooding in East Boston 


think again. 


catch basins. 


storm drains. 


Meltdown looms 


Leftover snow, coming 
rains threaten to combine 
for more area flooding 


By Billy Baker and Katheleen Conti 
GLOBE STAFF 
In the depths of last week’s deep freeze, 
with all its worries of frozen pipes and heating 
oil shortages, you may have wished for warm 
weather. Now that it’s on its way, you might 


With temperatures climbing into the 50s 
on Thursday and higher on Friday, and pelting 
rains expected into the weekend, a new head- 
ache is coming: floods. 

Maybe not the storm-surge flooding that hit 
coastal areas during last week’s “bomb cy- 
clone,” but a deep soaking for basements and 
streets, especially in low-lying places, and any- 
thing near snow-clogged storm drains and 


“That’s problem No. 1,” said Eleanor Valli- 
er-Talbot, a meteorologist with the National 
Weather Service office in Taunton. “Then the 
next problem is going to be the rivers. Right 
now the rivers are frozen up, and the rain wa- 
ter is going to get in there and cause the rivers 
to rise, which may cause the ice to break up 
and create ice jams at places like bridges, 
which could cause the water to back up behind 
it. Then, when the ice jam breaks, it could 
cause flooding down river.” 

The Boston Water and Sewer Commission 
has been using the label #helpthemelt on so- 
cial media to encourage people to shovel out 


Who should be concerned? “Anybody who 
has flooding in their basements in the spring,” 
said meteorologist David Epstein. “If you’re 
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Traffic signs around the area, like this 
one on Route 93 southbound, warned of 
potential flooding this weekend. 


Le deluge 
Friday: Mild, rainy. 
High: 55-60. Low: 46-51. 


Saturday: Increasingly cold. 
High: 50-55. Low: 14-19. 


High tide: 7:46 a.m. 8:22 p.m. 
Sunrise: 7:12 Sunset: 4:33 
Complete report, B13 
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Governor Charlie Baker is re- 
jecting the Trump administra- 
tion’s effort to allow states to 
force some poor people to 
work to get government-fund- 
ed Medicaid insurance. A2, B1. 


President Trump used a vulgar 
term to describe the countries 
that are the homelands of 
many immigrants to the United 
States. A2. 


LAURIE SPARHAM/FOCUS FEATURES 
kkk — Vicky Krieps and Daniel Day-Lewis in 
“Phantom Thread.” The film “is absurdly pleasurable 
to watch,” says critic Ty Burr. G1. 


Philips NV plans to relocate 
its North American head- 
quarters from Andover to 
Cambridge, bringing with it 
about 2,000 employees. B9. 


Middlesex District Attorney 
Marian Ryan has asked 
prosecutors to stop request- 
ing bail for minor nonviolent 
crimes. B1. 


Q&A helps explain flu dangers 


Even with help of vaccines, winter illness can be deadly 


By Felice J. Freyer 


GLOBE STAFF 


For Jenny Ching, a 51-year-old restaurant hostess from Needham, an apparent case of the flu 
led to pneumonia, and then a severe, rapidly spreading infection that claimed her life Jan. 5, her 
husband says. In Pennsylvania, 21-year-old aspiring personal trainer Kyler Baughman had normal 
flu symptoms that progressively worsened; he died last month at a hospital. 

The deaths — two people cut down in the prime of life by a commonplace illness — have raised 
concern about whether this year’s flu season is especially dangerous. Should we all be worried? 


Here are some answers. 


ARE THESE TWO 
DEATHS UNUSUAL? 


No. 

“It happens every year,” 
said Dr. Alfred DeMaria, medi- 
cal director of the Bureau of 
Infectious Disease and Labora- 
tory Sciences at the state De- 
partment of Public Health. 
“Unfortunately, it’s a thing we 
expect to happen.” 

Usually, he said, the flu isn’t 
the immediate cause of death, 
but it opens the door for other 
infections, such as pneumo- 
nia, to take hold — as may 


have happened with Ching. 

The news of Baughman’s 
and Ching’s deaths “just brings 
out the fact that these tragic 
circumstances happen every 
flu season,” he said. DeMaria 
said that he can tell when flu 
season has arrived each year 
when the death notices in 
newspapers grow in number. 

So far, DeMaria said, there 
is no evidence that the flu is 
causing more severe illnesses 
than usual this year. In fact, 
until recently, hospitalizations 
were lower than expected, he 
said. 


>Flu victim Jenny Ching recalled as a devoted mother. B3. 


SO THERE’S NOTHING 
TO WORRY ABOUT? 


Wrong again. You need to 
worry about the flu every year 
— and you need to take pre- 
cautions. 

“Sometimes we think this is 
a benign disease, and it’s not,” 
said Dr. Vivek Murthy, a for- 
mer US surgeon general who 
is visiting Boston this week. “A 
lot of people get the flu, but a 
lot of people also end up hos- 
pitalized with the flu and de- 
velop pneumonia, and some 
even die. 

“In years with moderately 
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